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Notes from the Head

Welcome to 2019! Like many of you, I've been
spending the last several days contemplating the
new year in terms of my personal as well as pro-
fessional life. And hopefully, like me, you've been
able to identify multiple reasons for optimism and
excitement about 2019. Reason #1 for me is the
Annual Meeting of the AMS, to be held in Phoe-
nix, Arizona next week. In addition to escaping
the Midwest winter for a few days, I'm personally
looking forward to seeing the poster presentations
given by our undergraduates during the AMS
Student Conference. I'm also looking forward to
interacting with our alumni and friends at the Ul
Atmospheric Sciences reception on Tuesday. On
Friday, January 11th, our faculty will be holding a
retreat at the Lake of the Woods in Mahomet.
While this may not sound particulatly exciting, it
will jumpstart the preparations for a departmental
external review to be held in November, and
more generally will help us chart the path of the
department for the next five years. Another rea-
son for excitement: out purchase of a mobile
(trailer-mounted) 915 MHz wind profiler! The
acquisition process is well underway, and once
delivered, the profiler will be used either during
field campaigns or be deployed to a site on South
Farms, where it will be operated continuously
with the othet SCAMP equipment for research
and teaching activities. Finally, here's a sample of
other things to come in 2019: the development of
our first online graduate-level course, and the
formal proposal of an online M.S. degree; a sum-
mer visit by undergraduate students from
Zhejiang University, and then the arrival of the
first enrollees in a new 3+2 academic program
with Zhejiang University; CAMP2EX (The
Cloud, Aerosol and Monsoon Processes Philip-
pines Experiment), a field campaign that will in-
volve numerous graduate students and faculty
members; and the formation of an Alumni Advi-
soty Board.

Enjoy the remainder of the semester break, and
see you back on campus soon!
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Don Wuebbles received the Bert ophys. Res. Atmos. 123 ogy (II'T) Kharagpur from October 29-
Bolin Global Environmental Change doi:10.1029/2018]D028902. November 2.

Award from the American Geophysi-
cal Union, on December 11, 2018. He
also led two sessions on Communi-

cating Climate Change at the AGU Environmental Law and Policy center f‘; Gian 2

Annual Mecting, on November 27. He also represented T GLORL T

Don Wuebbles attended the Science
Advisory Committee meeting for the

the international SPARC organization
A paper that Larry Di Girolamo co- at the CLIVAR meeting in Washing-
authored was chosen as the Editot's ton DC on November 28-29.
Highlight for JGR-Atmospheres: Wer-
ner, F., Z. Zhang, G. Wind, D. Miller,

“Land Cover and Land Use Changes and their
Impacts on Climate”

S. Platnick, and L. Di Girolamo, 2018: Atuljalr% led the Global Imtlatlve; f.o.r e
Academic Network (GIAN), an initia- Pocne.,. e

Improving cloud optical property re-
proving cloud optica’ property te tive of Government of India. As part

of this initiative he delivered lectures
on “Land Cover and Land Use
Changes and their Impacts on Cli-
mate” at Indian Institute of Technol-

trievals for partly cloudy pixels using
coincident higher-resolution single
band measurements: A feasibility study
using ASTER observations. J. Ge-
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Announcements
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Congratulations

Dongwei Fu deposited his M.S. thesis
"Examination of the behavior of MODIS-
retrieved cloud droplet effective radius
through MISR-MODIS data fusion"

Daniel Stechman deposited his Ph.D. dis-
sertation “Observed Microphysical Charac-
teristic and Inferred Thermodynamic Pro-
cesses Contributing to the Structure, Evolu-
tion, and Maintenance of Nocturnal Elevat-
ed Mesoscale Convective Systems”.

Zachery Zobel deposited his Ph.D. disserta-
tion “Evaluations of Historical and project-
ed High-resolution Dynamically
Downscaled Ensemble over the Continen-
tal United States”

Alum Alexandra Jones (Ph.D. 2016) has joined the
faculty at the University of Maryland, College Park.

Call for Briefing Submissions

Remember to submit your publications, presenta-
tions, activities, and awards for the month of rest
of December and January https://
forms.illinois.edu/sec/2177927

Alum Receptions

Join us at the DAS Reception at the AMS Annual
Meeting:

Tuesday, January 8, 2019

6:00:00 PM-8:00:00 PM

Sheraton Hotel, Room Camelback A
Phoenix, AZ
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